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Abstract
Tango music from Argentina is currently spreading far past its borders of origin into the wider world. How is tango music defined and how is it transforming as more Argentineans live in diaspora and more musicians from different countries play this music? This paper looks into the transcultural processes taking place in Paris through interviews and musical analysis of five Argentinean composers – Gustavo Beytelmann, Tomás Gubitsch, Gerardo Jerez Le Cam, Alejandro Schwarz and Andrea Marsili. The case studies raise concerns about identity, globalisation, cosmopolitanism and artistic authenticity in a world of high-speed cultural change. The relationship between music and place is becoming fragmented and culture is becoming deterritorialized. It would seem that the roots of culture reside in its practitioners and that identity exists in various states of action rather than in fixed consolidation. The implications of my research points to a new approach to cultural ownership and place and that the elusive struggle for identity is one of tangos greatest creative forces.
